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n Gujarata. ^ The sect, however, retained its purity, and its
;adhus are still found in villages bringing religious and moral
succour to the simple and the illiterate.
Many poets who composed poetry in the early decades
>f the nineteenth century were sadhus of this sect Pro-
ninent among them were Muktananda (1761-1824), a friend
)f Sahajananda; Brahmananda, originally a bhata by caste;
md Premananda Sakhi (1779-1845). All these 'poets sang
about Krishna's amours, rhymed moral teachings, and be-
wailed the futility of life in the best style of the age. Their
principal works were either padas or garabis. In beauty of
language, Brahmananda surpasses all his contemporaries
except DayarSma; but, of these three, Premananda was a
poet of a high order; perhaps, the only one between
Narasinha and DayarSma who sang with a passionate
intensity of feeling, rich with the impulse of bhakti. Like
Narasinha, he felt himself a gopl of Krshria, but as embodied
in Sahajananda. Hence it was that he received the nick-
name of Sakhi, a female friend. Despite the monotony
largely inherent in the subject, there is some artistic and
imaginative beauty in his verse.
VII
To this weary, lifeless age, came a genuine poet, his
wings undipped by convention, soaring on high in search of
real art and emotion. In 1767 Dayarama, a SathodarS
Nagara Brahmana, was born in picturesque Candoda—the
charming village which, like Narcissus, looks at its own
beauty reflected in the slow-moving, crystal waters of the
Narmada. Left an orphan when an infant, he was brought
up by an aunt. As a boy, he was attractive, naughty and
mischievous. He sang, played on musical instruments, and
loved, like Krshna, to play pranks on the young women of
Caftdoda, who in those days had a proverbial reputation for
flippancy. More than one antic is recorded of how he took
liberties with them, broke their pots, and provoked the ire
Gf respectable townsmen. Once he had to flee to an
adjoining village, where he met Kesav^nanda, a sanyasin,
and became his disciple.
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